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MVC deal connects protected lands

VIROQUA — Mark Heberlein’s
and Kathleen Fitzgerald’s 146-
acre property near Viroqua con-
sists of scenic wooded bluffland
and native grasslands along a
3/4-mile-long stretch of the South
Fork Bad Axe River.

With a conservation agreement
signed this week with Mississippi
Valley Conservancy, their exten-
sive conservation efforts will be
protected in perpetuity for the
health and well-being of current
and future generations.

Depending on the season, a hike
through their property might fea-
ture a sandhill crane grazing or a
glimpse of a brilliantly colored in-
digo bunting and scarlet tanager.

According to Heberlein, “Sand-
hills are out there, nesting in our
valley. It is amazing to think that
historically their population
was decimated and has now re-
bounded. We’ve created anisland

“Their work to restore
the diversity and
resiliency to the land

is a testament to their
land ethic and we are
honored to protect that
work permanemntly.”

Carol Abrahamzon,
MVC executive director

of habitat

“Sandhill numbers were down
to an estimated 25 breeding pairs
80 years ago, and in our lifetime
have rebounded up to over 5,000
pairs,’ said Abbie Church, Con-
servancy conservation director.

Heberlein and Fitzgerald have
restored remmnant’ prairie with
prescribed burning and invasive
species control, improved the

woodlands with timber stand im-
provement and tree plantings, and
enhanced the South Fork Bad Axe
River with stream bank stabiliza-
tion projects and planting peren-
nial native cover to filter and ab-
sorb runoff and floodwaters. The

" land includes multiple springs and

seeps, all draining into the river, a
valuable coldwater trout fishery.

“Their work to restore the di-
versity and resiliency to'the land
is a testament to their land ethie”
said Carol Abrahamzon, executive
director of the Conservancy, “and
we are honored to protect that
work permanently.”

This land has been-a labor of

love over the past 17 years for
Heberlein, who has planted hun-

dreds of seedling trees, including

red, bur, and white oak, hawthorn,
and chestnut. Former croplands

Please see MVC, Page B4
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Mark Heberlein has planted hundreds of seedling trees, including red,
bur and white oak, hawthorn and chestnut on land he and Kathleen
Fitzgerald have placed in a conservation agreement with Mississippi
Valley Conservancy.
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have been seeded to native
prairie grassland, with asea
of big bluestem, switch-
grass, yellow coneflower,
bee balm and others pro-
viding food and cover for
area wildlife, including
pollinators.

Heberlein and Fitzger-
ald’s property is situated
next to another 81 acres
protected by the con-
servancy and just a mile
away from 600-plus
acres of private land pro-
tected by the conservancy
and adjacent to 185-acres
of DNRland. To the north
is 487-acre Sidie Hollow
Park.

Tounded in 1997, Missis-
sippi Valley Conservancy is
anationally accredited re-
gional land trust that has
permanently  protected
nearly 20,000 acres of
scenic lands in southwest -
ern Wisconsin by working
with private landowners,
businesses and local com-
munities on voluntary con-
servation projects.



