About the property

This 83-acre property, permanently protected in
2017, includes one of Wisconsin’s longest natural
cavern systems and provides hibernacula for three
species of bats (see next panel). The land provides
valuable habitat including native remnant prairie,
limestone cliffs and rock outcrops, oak savanna,
and oak-hickory forests.

The property’s mature oaks provide habitat for
the state-threatened cerulean warbler as well
as populations of scarlet tanagers, blue-winged
warblers, yellow-billed cuckoos, and wood
thrushes.

The site is be used for education and research,
providing opportunities for school groups to learn
about area bats, geology, and natural history.

The previous owners, Delores and Ray Gaidowski,
and their daughter, Carole Porter, were committed
to ensuring the land and cavern were cared for.
According to Carole, her mother “asked me time
and again to please keep the property in its natural
state.”

Acquisition of the Kickapoo Caverns property was
funded in part by Knowles-Nelson Stewardship
Fund, Paul E. Stry Foundation, John C. Bock
Foundation, Whitetails Unlimited, Clif Family
Foundation, Wisconsin Land Fund, and Crawford
County Community Fund.

Public Access

Dogs and bikes are NOT allowed on this property.
Visitors must follow our Recreational Use Policy
as well as all federal and state laws and local
ordinances. Use either link to see the policy:
mississippivalleyconservancy.org/resources/policies

Please respect landowners near Conservancy
tracts by observing property boundaries.

About the cavern and the bats
The site was a commercial show cave
for over 60 years and was used by area
schools, tourists, and residents. The
cavern, which maintains a constant

48 degrees year-round, is available

Northern long-eared

for public viewing only through Al Hicks/NYDEC

guided tours in summer months
(cave is completely closed during bat
hibernation, August 15-May 15).

Bats are a vital part of our ecosystem,
eating up to 1,200 mosquitos per hour,
and Kickapoo Caverns is a hibernaculum
(winter hibernating quarters) for

threatened northern long-eared bat,
and the state-threatened big brown
bat, little brown bat, and tri-colored bat.
The site’s location—near the Wisconsin
and Mississippi Rivers—has regional
significance because the rivers are used
as bat migration corridors.

For information on cavern tour dates,
visit our website (below) and sign up
for our free newsletter.
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